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Cylinder Vessel

Date
ca. 600-900

Primary Maker
Maya (archaeological culture)

Medium
pottery and paint

Description
Cylinder vases were often made to commemorate a state 
visit or similar official function. This vase shows a 
procession of secondary lords paying homage to their 
king, who stands on a throne with jaguar pelt decoration 
and wears the regalia of his office. None of the glyphs on 
this vase are readable, although they are positioned to 
suggest conversation. The final lord in the procession 
wears the same back rack costume as the king.

Dimensions
Overall: 7 5/8 x 5 in. (19.4 x 12.7 cm)


